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CHECKLIST NO. TWO: STUDENT RENTALS 

☐ Going to university is an exciting time however there are many things to consider 
outside of studies, not least where are you going to live and who will that be with. 
There are a plethora of choices available including university halls, single 
accommodation, shared houses and/or flats. The choice is really yours and will be 
dependent upon your financial situation along with preference. 
 
Below are some things to consider. 

☐ Your chosen university will likely have various events to welcome new students, 
some of which may take place many weeks or months before your start date. You 
should ensure you attend these events and take notes about options available, 
including contact details or local letting agents and student property landlords. 
 
TOP TIP: As the SAS say, he who dares wins.  As such get in early as there will 
likely be many applicants for the best places to stay so leaving things until the last 
minute may result in your missing out on the ideal place. 

☐ It is likely, in your first year at least, you will stay in student halls provided by the 
University.  You may wish to confirm whether this is mandatory in the first year or 
even subsequent years so you can adequately budget for your time at university. 
 
TOP TIP:  Student halls, in particular in your first year, can be a great way to 
socialise and make new friends and acclimatise you to your new environment along 
with the surrounding area. You should, like with any shared accommodation, choose 
your companions wisely as some younger students may well be away from home for 
the first time and find the experience daunting or indeed over exciting, potentially 
displaying behaviour which could cause disruption to you and/or others along with 
potentially university rules.  
 
It would be unwise to upset the applecart as your university journey begins. As such 
carefully think about your companions so they are compatible with you and you are 
compatible with them. 

☐ Your university will likely have a student accommodation office and you should 
familiarise yourself with its contact details and location, making contact with them 
soon as you can as the best accommodation will likely be snapped up very quickly 
and probably well in advance of the academic year beginning. 

☐ It may be that you are fortunate enough to have parents who can afford to invest 
some money in a property local to your university.  This can benefit you as you will 
have control of whom you live with and potentially be able to make a small profit rent 
which can contribute towards your studies as well.   
 
Your parents benefit from knowing that they have provided you with a safe and 
secure environment and should property values rise in the future may even benefit 
from capital growth upon sale. 

☐ Whichever option you choose, you will need to ensure you can afford it. As such you 
should a detailed budget including rent payable, food, and other property related 
costs along with considering the potential cost of travel between your chosen 
property and study location.  
 
In addition you should also consider where you are most likely to spend your most 
valuable time, i.e. your leisure time, as you will be travelling to that regularly as well 
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which not only has a cost implications but can also impact how often you can go out 
with your friends.  You will also have to factor in your deposit so ensure you have 
that available for instance. 

☐ You should visit the property at different times of day so you can assess the local 
environment, in particular is it in an area where you might find it noisy at night. 
Furthermore you should consider travel distance, i.e. by bicycle, walking or public 
transport to suit your preference including cost and time it takes to reach the 
University and local watering holes you are likely to frequent. 
 
TOP TIP: if you plan to bring your own car you may find parking close to your 
property, in particular if in a student area where there are multiple occupiers property 
is not possible, and if it is there may well find the cost of parking prohibitive. You 
should ensure you have factored these aspects into your calculations. 

☐ As you will only be at university for a short time i.e. possibly only 10 months out of 
the whole year, you should consider this at the start of the tenancy and find out from 
the letting agent/landlord what happens during the summer months. This is 
particularly important if there is the potential for a landlord to sublet to others or if 
you intend to stay over the summer months as you may even be able to negotiate a 
reduced rent for this period. 
 
TOP TIP:  Negotiation around the rent and occupation term can yield very positive 
results, for instance your landlord may well be open to a discussion regarding a 
lower rent for your signing up to a longer period and/or a reduced rent during 
summer months when student populated areas in some locations are difficult to let. 

☐ You should check who is responsible for the utility costs and also tenancy 
agreements as often it may be one person who signs for the whole property and that 
person may be personally liable for such costs, even if others don’t pay their fair 
share. Cost of utilities should be budgeted into your calculations and if possible 
avoid being the person responsible for other’s payments. 
 
TOP TIPS: You may be able to save some money and/or obtain cashback on your 
utility costs so it is worth shopping around. Check out www.comparemyenergy.co.uk 
where you can obtain some further information and quotation. 
 
It is worth noting that card and/or coin meters may well be more expensive in terms 
of price per kilowatt-hour used than other forms of payment in particular direct debit 
for instance. You should consider this aspect as part of your research and factor 
expenses into your budget. 

☐ You should ensure that you rent from only suitably regulated and qualified letting 
agent if possible members of the Association of residential letting agents (ARLA) or 
similar. 

☐ You should ensure that you are provided with copies of gas safety and electrical 
safety certificates as well as an EPC so you can consider potential cost further. 

☐ Whichever form of agreement you occupy the property under you should ensure you 
have taken appropriate legal advice and are familiar with the type of agreement, all 
rights, liabilities and/or responsibilities that may be present in the document. 
 
TOP TIP:  You want to avoid signing contracts that you are unable to fulfil and in 
particular if you intend to stay in the particular town while studying. You may find, if 
you are evicted later and/or you have disagreements with your landlord, that 
obtaining a reference for future properties is more difficult which can impact your 
ability to find decent accommodation. 

☐ You should ensure, as far as possible, that you will get your deposit back at the end 
of your tenancy. Ensuring the deposit holder is member of the tenancy deposit 
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scheme can help as can ensuring that you have documented the condition of the 
building at the outset. See our checklist number 10 moving in provided at section 
buying and selling. 

☐ Ensure you have contact details and know what to do in the event of an emergency 
at property for instance should the boiler breakdown or a leak occur. Who will you 
call and what should you do whilst you are waiting for them to arrive? 
 
TOP TIP: You should ensure you know where the water stop valve, gas stop valve 
and electricity main switch are located and that these function.  In addition check 
smoke alarms and similar other alarms at the outset and regularly as batteries do fail 
over time.  DON’T WAIT UNTIL YOU NEED TO TURN SOMETHING OFF OR 
RELY UPON IT, IT’S LIKELY TO BE TOO LATE AT THAT POINT. 

☐ If sharing a property in a multiple occupied building, such as a shared house, it is 
likely that the cost per room will be different depend upon the quality of the particular 
room, its size, etc.. You may find you are able to negotiate a lower rent if you are 
prepared to take a smaller room in the building, however remember you may spend 
a lot of time in the room and will likely be studying there for many hours at a time, as 
such comfort may well be worth the additional rent even if it doesn’t seem so at the 
start of the tenancy. 
 
TOP TIP:  As with any contract where there are shared responsibilities and/or 
liabilities, you should always consider at the outset what happens if! For instance if 
someone moves out what happens about the rent? If somebody moves their friend 
into their room do they still only pay a single share of the rent or should it be doubled 
to mark what happens if you fall out with one of your housemates?  Remember 
sharing a house takes give-and-take and some people are better at that than others.  
CHOOSE YOUR HOUSE SHARE COMPANIONS WISELY! 

☐ You should ensure you have taken photographs of the building and notarised 
fixtures and fittings present, including the condition of these, communicating this 
information to the letting agent at the outset so you can rely upon it later should the 
need arise. See our checklist regarding renting a property. 

☐ If you intend to use a bicycle and/or other personal means of transportation such as 
a car, then where will this be stored? If you share a house with multiple occupants 
space for storage of items such as bicycles may be very limited. 

 

  


